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MATOS JURORS 
WEIGH LIFE OR 
DEATH DECISION 


Thirteen witnesses spoke 
Monday of a softer side of 
Adam Matos as a Pasco 
County jury began the pro- 
cess of determining wheth- 
er he should live or die for 
committing four murders. 
But prosecutor Chris LaBruz- 
zo reminded jurors that 

the murders were “espe- 
cially heinous, atrocious and 
cruel,” far outweighing the 
“mitigating factors” from 
Matos’ life. Local, 1B 


Corporate shakeup 
may be on menu 


A New York hedge fund 
investor takes a nearly 9 per- 
cent stake in Tampa’s Bloo- 
min’ Brands — parent of 
restaurant chains Outback 
Steakhouse, Carrabba’s 
Italian Grill and Bonefish 

Grill — stating in a securities 
filing that Bloomin’ may be 
urged to consider “exploring 
a sale.” Business, 4B 


Original outranks 
‘spiritual sequel’ 
Last Flag Flying, something 
of a “spiritual sequel” to the 
1973 movie The Last Detail, 
is thrown off course by 
director Richard Linklater’s 
changes, which are puzzling 
and at times contradictory. 
Steve Persall review, 2B 


Did you hear you 
can sign up online? 
More than 8,000 people 
electronically joined Florida 
voter rolls in the first month 
of online registration, but the 
League of Women Voters 

of Florida says few people 
know the program exists 
because the state has done 
little to educate Floridians 
about it. Local, 1B 


From winless to 
wow in two years 
Undefeated and ranked 
No. 13 nationally, the UCF 
Knights, who take on USF 
on Friday, have pulled off 
one of the most remarkable 
college football turnarounds 
in recent history. Sports, 1C 


Scattered showers 
Raa i 
KAT 
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More, back page of Sports 
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~ >a Itching for some- 
(u$ thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 

going on? Worry not. We 

give you the rundown on 


local events at tampabay. 
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Seminole 
Heights 
associations 
host a dinner 
to show their 
gratitude 

to Tampa 
police. 


BY JONATHAN CAPRIEL 
Times Staff Writer 


enny Hoffa surprised everyone 

when he made the seven-hour drive 

from Charleston, S.C., to Tampa’s 

Seminole Heights to attend a din- 

ner set up to thank police for working hard to 
solve a string of recent killings. 

For Hoffa, it was an easy decision. After all, 

these were the men and woman trying to solve 


his daughter’s killing. 


“T have faith in God and in these officers,” 
Kenny Hoffa, 52, said to the scores of officers 
who ate baked chicken ziti Monday at United 
Methodist Church of Seminole Heights. “My 
goal is to keep these officers encouraged so 


ny 


Photos by GABRIELLA ANGOTTI-JONES | Times 
Volunteers Kylie Webster, Deborah Fenner and Nicole Marcellin, at top, dole out baked ziti and garlic bread Monday at the 
Seminole Heights United Methodist Church in Tampa. The event gave thanks to Tampa police and fire rescue officials. 


they can find who killed my daughter.” 
For weeks, Tampa police have saturated 


TAMPA 


down supper. 


Southeast Seminole Heights, working long 
hours to solve four random but connected kill- 
ings. Residents wanted to say thanks with a sit- 


Several dozen volunteers with four neigh- 
borhood associations served up the food. 


“We've had a great amount of support from 


the Tampa Police Department,” said Debi John- 
son, president of the Old Seminole Heights 


Neighborhood Association. “We know the offi- 


cers are putting in extra time and working 
extra hard to try to resolve this. We just thought 
this would be a good way to thank them.” 

The killings began Oct. 9 with the shoot- 
» See DINNER, 3A 


Florida retailers expect strong holiday sales 


A little extra time on the calendar and high 
consumer confidence will help, say experts. 


BY MALENA CAROLLO 
Times Staff Writer 

*Tis the season for holi- 
day shopping, and this year is 
expected to be particularly kind 
to retailers. 

The Florida Retail Federation’s 
holiday shopping forecast pre- 


dicts that a combination of high 
consumer confidence, strong 
tourism numbers and a little 
extra time to shop will bring in 
robust sales numbers. 

“In good times, (consumers) 
purchase those items on the list 
and even some special gifts for 


year, he said. 


themselves,” Florida Retail Fed- 
eration CEO Scott Shalley said 
during a Monday forecast call. 
Consumers are expected to 
spend a record-breaking $141 
each in gifts for themselves this 


This year’s calendar is especially 
favorable for the holiday shopping 
season. There are 32 days between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas — 
one more than last year. There 


also are four Saturdays before 
Christmas, which hasn’t occurred 
since 2012. That’s more time for 
shoppers to squeeze in last-min- 
ute gift-buying. 

While Florida typically 
matches or exceeds national 
shopping numbers, Hurricane 
Irma is projected to slightly 
dampen this year’s spending. 

“Some families have been forced 
» See SHOPPING, 4A 


TECO 
fined 
for gas 
leak 


The utility anda 
contractor are fined 
more than $40,000 
for a May incident. 


BY KATHLEEN MCGRORY 
Times Staff Writer 

APOLLO BEACH — The fed- 
eral Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration fined 
Tampa Electric $18,108 and 
gave the company two “seri- 
ous” citations for its response 
to a gas leak at the Big Bend 
Power Station in May, the 
agency announced late Friday. 

The May 23 incident 
involved a release of anhy- 
drous ammonia that sent four 
workers to the hospital. 

OSHA also issued two “seri- 
ous” citations and $25,350 in 
fines to Tampa Electric con- 
tractor Critical Intervention 
Services, a firm that provides 
security services at Big Bend. 

The fines 
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largest utilities, faces scrutiny 
over its safety record. OSHA is 
investigating a June 29 acci- 
dent at the Big Bend plant that 
killed five workers and injured 
a sixth. The agency is expected 
to issue its findings by the end 
of December. 

Barab said the May 23 inci- 
dent could be a factor in 
determining how harshly the 
agency fines Tampa Electric 
for the June accident. 

“Even when you have safety 
problems that aren’t directly 
related, that can be an indica- 
tor that you’ve got some sys- 
temic safety problems and 
cultural issues that need to be 
addressed,” he said. 

Anhydrous ammonia is a 
hazardous gas that can cause 
skin burns, respiratory irrita- 
tion and death by suffocation. 

“Usually when you go to a 
power plant, there’s a safety 
video you have to watch about 
it,” said Danny Raines, a Geor- 
gia-based safety consultant 
who spent four decades work- 
» See FINES, 4A 


From the Summer of 
Love to Helter Skelter 


Charles Manson, mastermind of a murderous 
1960s crew, dies in a California prison at 83. 


Los Angeles Times (TNS) 

LOS ANGELES — He could 
have been just another grifter. 

When Charles Manson, who 
died Sunday at age 83, rolled into 
California from Appalachia in 
1955 in a stolen Mercury, his big 
ambition was to be a pimp. 

In prison at Terminal Island 
for trying to cash a forged $43 
check, he talked tradecraft with 
the veteran pimps inside, dab- 
bled in Scientology and read Dale 
Carnegie’s How to Win Friends 
and Influence People, waiting to 
get out and try what he learned 
on vulnerable women. 

Sprung in 1967, he visited a 


parolee he knew who was liv- 
ing in Berkeley. Because of that, 
Manson landed dead center in 
the country’s countercultural 
carnival, just a couple months 
before the Summer of Love. The 
moment he saw the sidewalk 
gurus in Haight-Ashbury lur- 
ing young flocks of believers, he 
found a new calling, the perfect 
gig for a conniver desperate for 
attention. 

The ensuing free-for-all of 
sex, drugs and dumpster-div- 
ing lasted less than two years. 
As Manson’s family started to 
sputter like its converted school 
bus, he kept it running on a 


fuel of doomsday prophesies, 
convincing his followers that an 
apocalyptic race war called Hel- 
ter Skelter, adopted from the 
Beatles song of the same name, 


Associated Press (1969) 
Cult leader Charles Manson is escorted to court in Los Angeles 
during an arraignment phase in 1969. 


was coming. 


He masterminded a killing 


rampage to serve his most per- 
verse needs. 
» See MANSON, 5A 


Washington Post 

Eight women have told the 
Washington Post that long- 
time television host Charlie 
Rose made unwanted sexual 
advances toward them, includ- 
ing lewd phone calls, walking 
around naked in their pres- 
ence, or groping their breasts, 
buttocks or genital areas. 

The women were employ- 
ees or aspired to work for Rose 
at the Charlie Rose show from 
the late 1990s to as recently 
as 2011. They ranged in age 
from 21 to 37 at the time of the 
alleged encounters. Rose, 75, 
whose show airs on PBS, also 
co-hosts CBS This Morning 


Charlie Rose harassed 
us, eight women say 


CBS News suspends the veteran TV journalist 
after allegations of unwanted sexual advances. 


In multiple 
interviews, 
the women 
described 
their 
interactions 
with Charlie 
Rose. 


and is a contributing correspon- 
dent for 60 Minutes. 

A PBS spokesperson said 
that “PBS was shocked to learn” 
about “these deeply disturbing 
allegations, and that it would 
immediately suspend distribu- 
tion of Rose’s show. CBS News 
announced that it was suspend- 
» See ROSE, 2A 


